Jackson Park Men’s Golf Club

2017 Clyde Carlson Day/Annual Meeting and Dinner

 Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017

Elliott Bay Brewing Company, 12537 Lake City Way, Seattle

Minutes 

Call to Order

President Jeff Schoening began the proceedings around 6:45 p.m., with about 30 members and guests in attendance.

President’s Remarks

Jeff Schoening began by recognizing special guests Dick Rovig, longtime member and unofficial club historian; Kathy Wake, Jackson Park general manager; Bob Maddox, Jackson Park course maintenance superintendent; and Clyde Carlson, longtime club member and benefactor, who was unable to attend. He also recognized JPMGC board members Lee Jones, Travis Jones, Dan Puetz Sr., John Clements, Reed Johnson and Roger Brown for their roles in organizing the meeting.

He reported 2016 club membership was up about 15 percent from 2015, likely due to factors including online signups, the driving range and generous club-tournament payouts, which totalled $14,195 in 2016, with 51 percent of the field getting payouts on average, exceeding the 40-percent goal. He also noted “more equitable payments across the handicap range,” with two and sometimes three flights in tournaments, and a preference toward net payouts.

The Monday morning events will switch to Tuesdays in 2017, along with possible Thursday evening outings. Also planned is a continuation of outside pro-am events available for members.

Schoening recognized four club members who recorded aces in 2016: Danny Lee (two!), Jack Whelan, Matthew Stutzenberger and Don Harrell. He also noted match-play club champion (Mark Ohrenschall; runner-up, Nick Cail); handicap club champion (Danny Lee; runner-up Brian Blankenship); two-man champions (Alun Jones and Mark Ohrenschall; runners-up, Jeff Schoening and Reed Johnson); two-day stroke-play champion (Danny Lee); and leading money-winner (Mark Ohrenschall).

Schoening introduced Brett Polen, who has revamped the club’s website, and who presented a visual introduction of it. JPMGC members are encouraged to contact Brett with any suggestions

Jackson Park Report

Schoening introduced Kathy Wake, saying she “serves our club in many ways.”

Wake began by listing winners from the 9-hole event that afternoon at Jackson Park: Brian Blankenship and Mark Ohrenschall, blind-draw partners; Travis Jones and Dave Foreman, KP’s; Brian Blankenship, Cory Rockey and Jimmy Bucher, skins; and net winners, Jimmy Bucher in division one and Brian Blankenship in division two.

She thanked members for their support and welcome, through a lot of changes in 2016, including staff.

She also noted a problem of car prowling in the parking lot, by an organized group, which is being addressed through staff training and direct surveillance. She advised members not to leave valuables in their vehicles.  

In a later presentation, Bob Maddox told members Seattle golf courses face a “financial crisis,” with a $1.2 million shortfall in 2016. He said he anticipates “no major projects this year” at Jackson Park, although a Puget Sound Energy gas line to the driving range should be finished soon. He would like to reopen the on-course restrooms, pending a new water line. Maddox also expressed interest in working with the club on volunteer projects. 

Treasurer’s Report

Dan Puetz Sr. presented the annual treasurer’s report for the fiscal year from Jan. 8, 2016 through Jan. 6, 2017. It showed total revenue of $19,869.52 and total expenses of $18,345.22, leaving $1,524 cash on hand. “I think we’re in great shape,” he said.

He also encouraged more junior members for the club, and thanked club members for their help with the annual Jackson Juniors tournament in August.

Tournament Chairman Report

Jason Hart also noted the membership increase in 2016, to 227 total members, and noted 79 members signed up online, which was available for the first time.

Hart also said he plans to phase in during 2017 the “Golf Genius” tournament software program, which allows more flexibility in formats and payouts.

Elections

The assembled membership, by unanimous acclamation, approved the following slate of officers and odd-year trustees for 2017: President, Jeff Schoening; Vice President, Kyle Johnson; Secretary, Mark Ohrenschall; Treasurer, Dan Puetz Sr.; returning trustees, Roger Brown and John Clements; and new trustees Nick Cail, Brian Merkley and Mark Persinger. Outgoing trustees Greg Heim and Travis Jones were thanked for their service.
Raffle/Auction

The evening concluded with an extensive raffle, an auction and a few giveaways, with Lee Jones as master of ceremonies. Items included assorted golf balls, wine, clothing, gift certificates, clubs, lessons, books, golf rounds and photos.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned around 8:15 p.m.

