Jackson Park Men’s Golf Club

2018 Clyde Carlson Day/Annual Meeting and Dinner

 Saturday, Jan. 20, 2018

Elliott Bay Brewing Company, 12537 Lake City Way, Seattle

Minutes 

Call to Order

President Jeff Schoening began the formal proceedings at 6:53 p.m., following a 9-hole afternoon tournament at Jackson Park Golf Course, with 22 players, and food and beverages at Elliot Bay Brewing.
President’s Remarks

Jeff Schoening began by recognizing special guests Clyde Carlson (who donated $350 to the club this year and was presented by Dan Puetz Sr. with a Jackson Park golf jacket, an adult beverage and a restaurant gift card); Peggy Tosdal, acting golf/tennis manager for Seattle Parks and Recreation Department; Kathy Wake, Jackson Park general manager; Bob Maddox, Jackson Park golf course maintenance supervisor; Dan Harrington, former Jackson Park pro and now at Glen Acres Golf and Country Club; Jackson Park PGA apprentice Nico van der Ven; and honorary lifetime JPMGC member Dick Rovig.
He also thanked event organizers Lee and Travis Jones, John Clements, Dan Puetz Sr. and Kathy Wake.

JPMGC trustee Mark Persinger discussed plans to raise money to create a "Niblick and Spoon" sign for the Jackson Park restaurant.

Schoening outlined some 2017 highlights for the club: JPMGC was victorious in the Seattle Cup, our third such triumph in the past four years (woo-hoo!); the club welcomed two new honorary lifetime members, John Clements and Dan Puetz Sr.; several tree-limbing "parties" were held with members volunteering; the annual Jackson Juniors tournament was again successful; many Tuesday morning tournaments were offered; total membership was 233, up from 227 in 2016 and continuing an upswing in recent years; tournament participation also continued to rise--498 total participants were recorded in 2017, compared with 361 in 2013--as did total payouts, from $11,598 in 2013 to $15,263 in 2017. Schoening also noted a more-equitable distribution of payouts among different handicap levels since 2013. "So, it's going well," he said.

Schoening recognized 2017 holes-in-one by JPMGC members Mark Than, Zachary Kathe and David Foreman; a new club champion, Joe Zucker, who defeated Mark Ohrenschall in the 36-hole final; stroke-play champion Danny Lee; a still-to-be-determined net match play champion; two-man champions Lee and Travis Jones; Seattle Cup MVP David Foreman; and a still-to-be-determined annual money-list winner. He also noted formation of a match-play championship committee of Reed Jones, Roger Brown and Dan Puetz Sr. to help enforce timely playing of match-play matches in 2018.
A membership handbook is under development and should be ready for electronic distribution soon, according to Schoening. The 2018 tournament calendar is available on the club's website. He also announced an expanded list of 2018 weekday club events on Tuesday mornings and Thursday evenings.
In addition, Schoening said, field-day tournaments and the two-day stroke-play championship will be contested from the blue tees. The club also is looking into playing other men's clubs in Western Washington.

Weekend tournament fees will be $65 in 2018, up from $60 in 2017. And because of a Washington State Golf Association dues increase, JPMGC annual regular-membership dues will rise to $80 in 2018, up from $75 in 2017. He also reported a new "guest member" category with eligibility to play in all JPMGC events. 

Seattle Golf/Jackson Park Report

Seattle's acting golf/tennis manager Peggy Tosdal, a golfer herself and longtime Parks and Recreation Department employee, shared some thoughts with the group.
She thanked club members for helping with tree limbing at Jackson Park, and noted city crews will be limbing more in February. 

The city is examining the future of Seattle golf, according to Tosdal, in the context of a trend of decreasing overall play, with Baby Boomers retiring and moving on, and Millenials not necessarily embracing golf and its time requirements.

The city has hired Lund Consulting to examine these and other trends, as well as the city's golf business model, turf maintenance, facilities, equipment and other circumstances, and to reach out to golfers and other constituencies. A report to the Seattle City Council is anticipated in mid-year 2018.

Tosdal also answered a few queries from the JPMGC membership. She noted that city golf revenues are pooled from the four courses, and budgets for each course are not determined proportionally by revenue contributions. She said during the last three years, Seattle golf has been "in the hole" financially and has needed Parks and Recreation subsidies in the range of $500,000 to $1 million each year.

She expects improved Jackson Park course conditions in 2018, with full maintenance staffing.

There are no capital-improvement projects currently planned for Jackson Park: "We have no funding" allocated, Tosdal said.
Jefferson Park is "still on target" for a back-nine course renovation/rerouting project involving several holes, beginning this spring and ready for play by spring 2019. She said the course will play to 18 holes during this work.

Jackson Park General Manager Kathy Wake acknowledged "a rough year" in terms of overall rounds in 2017. The course attracts a lot of blue-collar people, she said, and "Our play is down because everybody is working." But she expects an upswing in play in 2018, especially with the remodeling at Legion Memorial in Everett. "We're going to be busy again."

To generate more business, Jackson Park now has a mobile app offering various specials, and is active on Facebook and with email blasts to encourage people to go to the range and/or the restaurant, if they can't play the course. "We're working hard; our staff is engaged," said Wake.

Wake also announced winners of the 9-hole tournament: Jay Clark, low gross of field (39); Jimmy Bucher, low net of field (33); low net flight one, Travis Jones and Carl Leboa; low net flight two, Roger Brown; low gross flight one (a tie between Travis Jones, Jeff Schoening, Reed Johnson, Mark Ohrenschall and Reid Swick); low gross flight two, Rick Nelson; KP's, Reed Johnson and Michael Bade; blind best-ball, Mel Wattula and Roger Brown; and skins to Lee Jones, Reed Johnson, Travis Jones, Dennis Mueller and Jeff Schoening.
She thanked the Jackson Park staff, which will stay intact in 2018, except for the departure of pro Dan Harrington, who was present and thanked the men's club, Wake and other staff, and invited JPMGC members to come play at Glen Acres.

Maintenance Supervisor Bob Maddox announced he will retire this year, likely in spring or summer. He said he has really enjoyed his time working at Jackson Park. Although he acknowledged course conditions were not great in 2017--with dry, hot weather, antiquated irrigation and limited water supply, along with fungus on greens--he expects the greens will come back as good if not better in 2018.
Treasurer’s Report
Dan Puetz Sr. presented the annual treasurer’s report. As of Jan. 5, 2018, the club's balance was $2,964.76, up from $1.972.76 as of Jan. 1, 2017. "It's looking pretty good," he said.
He also reported the date for the 2018 Jackson Juniors tournament (Aug. 13), and thanked club members and sponsors for their contributions to this event, which will mark its 10th playing this summer.
Elections

The assembled membership, by unanimous acclamation, approved the following slate of officers and even-year trustees for 2018: President, Jeff Schoening; Vice President, Lee Jones; Secretary, Mark Ohrenschall; Treasurer, Dan Puetz Sr.; trustees Jimmy Bucher, Walt Dickhoff, Jason Hart, Reed Johnson and Jake Bresnahan. Schoening thanked outgoing Vice President Kyle Johnson for his five years of service in that position. 

Raffle/Auction

The evening concluded with an extensive raffle and a few giveaways, with Lee Jones as master of ceremonies. Items included photos, books, certificates, golf balls, golf clothing, an umbrella, a golf bag, gloves, a putting aid, a round of golf and a wedge. Some members won several items in the raffle, while others got lesser amounts--mirroring the vagaries of the game of golf.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m..

